
                                                    
 
 

3rd Sunday after Pentecost 
 

June 13, 2021 
One O’clock in the Afternoon 

 
 

Hymn NCH #414  Incarnate God, Immortal Love 

 

Call to Worship       Psalm 92:1-4, 12-15 adapted 

One: It is good to give thanks to God— 

All: to sing praises to your name, O Most High; 

One: to declare your steadfast love in the morning, and your faithfulness by night, 

All: It is good to give thanks to the music of the lute and the harp and the melody of the lyre. 

One: For you, O God, have made me glad by your work; 

All: at the works of your hands I sing for joy. 

One: The righteous flourish like the palm tree, and grow like a cedar in Lebanon. 

All: They are planted in the house of God; they flourish in the courts of our God. 

One: In old age they still produce fruit; 

they are always green and full of sap, showing that God is upright; 

All: God is my rock, and has no unrighteousness,  

Which makes possible peace within and among us. 

One: So we truly can greet one another, “The peace of God be with you.” 

All:  And also with you. 

 

Prayer of Invocation (in unison) 

Gracious God, in whom we live and move and have our being, your kingdom comes, and 

spreads, and takes hold whether we labor for its sake or not. Your love succeeds at its purpose of 

love. Your grace pours forth, whether we join this joyous tide or not.  

 

We’re not used to being gratuitous. We’re used to being agents in all that happens, especially in 

what’s important. We’re used to being sent on some important mission, the success or failure of 

which depends upon us. 

 



Today, though, we remember your will, we celebrate your movement, we rejoice and rest assured 

in the faithfulness of your work in all things for good. Because of you, all shall be well, and all 

shall be well, and all manner of things shall be well.  

 

This confession feels like a scandal: a shirking of responsibility, a dodging of duty. Help us to 

hear it as faith in your amazing grace. 

 

Help us also to join it—your strong will for good to prevail, your patience that your goodness 

might work its way through time, your victory in the world which, encompassed by your eternal 

kingdom, has as its true king, reigning in love from the cross, Jesus Christ our Lord, in whom we 

pray. Amen. 

 

Readings  Ezekiel 17:22-24; Mark 4:26-34 

 

Sermon 

 

Hymn NCH #540  We Plant a Grain of Mustard Seed 

 

Pastoral Prayer 

Joys and Concerns 

 One: God be with you. 

 All:  And also with you. 

 One:  Lift up your hearts. 

 All:  We lift them to God. 

 One:  Let us pray. 

Spoken Prayer 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever and 

ever. Amen. 

 

Offering  Please don’t forget to make your offering!  (Church on the Hill: 55 Main Street, 

Lenox, 01240; Monterey Church: PO Box 182, Monterey 01240, or online) 

 

Benediction  

 

 

****************** 

 

About the Monterey United Church of Christ 

First gathered in 1750, the Monterey United Church of Christ, Congregational, in the name of its 

host, Jesus Christ, welcomes all who seek to know God and invites everyone to join in our 

common life and mission through participation in this congregation.  As Jesus Christ did before 



us, we affirm that each individual is a child of God and recognize that we are called to be like 

one reconciled body with many members, seeking with others of every race, ethnicity, creed, 

class, age, gender identity and gender expression, sexual identity, and physical or mental ability, 

to journey together toward the promised realm of God.  On the threshold of Christ's open door, 

we rely upon the healing, unconditional nature of God’s love and grace to be our help and guide 

as we all move forward with the work of this church in the world. 

 

                          

 
It’s Not What You Think 

 
Contact Information: 413-329-3026, liz@goodman.md      Web Address: Montereychurch.org           

Podcast address: Rev. Liz Goodman, Lenox & Monterey       Pastor: Rev. Liz Goodman             

 

****************** 

 

About the Church on the Hill, Lenox 

First gathered in 1769, the Church on the Hill, UCC, in the name of its host, Jesus Christ, 

welcomes all who seek to know God and invites everyone to join in our common life and 

mission through participation in this congregation. As Jesus Christ did before us, we affirm that 

each individual is a child of God and recognize that we are called to be like one reconciled body 

with many members, seeking with others of every race, ethnicity, creed, class, age, gender 

identity and gender expression, sexual identity, and physical or mental ability, to journey 

together toward the promised realm of God. On the threshold of Christ's open door, the Holy 

Spirit leads us into a beloved world where we seek to serve as Christ’s disciples for the sake of 

God’s good news which is for all. 

 

                           
 

Come as you Are. Receive As you need. Serve as you can. 

Office Information: 55 Main Street; 637-1001; Monday-Thursday, 9 AM-12 PM (call first!) 

Web Address: lenoxucc.org         Podcast address: Rev. Liz Goodman, Lenox & Monterey 

Pastor: Rev. Liz Goodman (413-329-3026; liz@goodman.md)                  
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