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WORSHIP NEEDS 

The overall consensus about the current meetinghouse worship space is that its beauty 
lies in its simplicity. These qualities give the space much of its feeling of sacredness and 
should be preserved in any modifications to the space. Many of the elements in the current 
space, including the pews, the chancel platform and the pulpit, were modifications made 
less than one hundred years ago. (Please see the excerpt from “The Church on the Hill” at 
the end of this document for further details of the transformation of the interior since the 
building was completed in 1806.) 

The biggest drawback to the space is its lack of flexibility, which does not easily foster 
community, either within the congregation or the community. Some specific examples are: 

• The fixed (uncomfortable) pews make alternate sociopetal seating 
arrangements – which would help to foster community – impossible. 

• The lack of open space for gathering makes functions such as after-service 
coffee time difficult if not impossible. 

• The baptismal font can be an obstacle, as it is very difficult to move. 

Other site or building design-related issues reported by congregation members 
include: 

• A handicapped ramp that is in a dangerous location and brings users in 
through a different entry than everyone else. 

• The lack of accommodations for the disabled limits their opportunities to 
participate in community functions. 

• The lack of prep space for bridal parties makes it less than ideal for weddings. 
• The lack of on-site parking limits the number of attendees at functions. 
• Entry doors that are difficult to operate. 
• Poor sound system. 
• No natural or mechanical ventilation. 
• Lack of adequate electric light limits use of the building after dark. 
• Landscaping on the east side of the building screens it from view from the 

street. 

Many of these issues make the building feel less welcoming than the people are. 
Consequently, the building does not reflect the spirit of the congregation. 

Other suggestions from members of the congregation included: 

• Moving the organ down to the main floor so that it can be seen – especially 
when used for concerts. 

• Make the gallery accessible and usable. 
• Provide a labyrinth in floor of the worship space. 
• Consider the needs of families with young children. 
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Excerpt from “The Church on the Hill” by Rev. Harris B. Hinchcuff 

On each side of the center aisle, or "alley” as it was called, were rows of seven box 
pews with numbers painted on the door according to their order of choice. Next to the 
outside wails, and separated from the main pews by two side aisles, were five long narrow 
pews. On each side of the pulpit were four pews extending into the body of the church, 
and beneath and in front of the pulpit was the Deacons' seat.* The circular pulpit itself was 
not large, but it was high in order that the minister might see all his congregation seated 
either within their individual pews, or behind the high gallery front. 

Contrary to the current emphasis to retain or copy the "colonial style," the church of 
the past strived to be contemporary. Theologically, such efforts may be laudable, but for 
lovers of antiquity, modernization is anathema. However one feels, the meetinghouse has 
undergone several interior transformations. 

In 1840, the first alterations in the floor plan were made. The box pews were changed 
to "slips," the center alley was abolished and replaced by larger side aisles, the pulpit and 
gallery front were lowered, and stoves were installed in the back of the room. 

With the advent of a regular choir in 1850, the rear gallery was appropriated for its use 
and a musical instrument called a "Seraphim" was installed for the support of the singers. 
In 1868, the present Johnson tracker-action pipe organ was installed. 

In 1866, the floor plan of the meetinghouse as it presently exists was set up, and in 
1880 a society of young women of the church financed a projection of the front wall of the 
building and installed the present platform and pulpit. 

Other histories of the church detail the many gifts received, such as the Eggleston 
Baptismal lost, the Jessup Steeple Clock and the Robbins Fence surrounding the church lot 

In the late 1940's and throughout the 1950's the meetinghouse received rather 
continuous efforts of modernisation. Electricity was finally brought in, oil heating was 
installed, so that for the first time in many years services might be conducted on The Hill 
throughout the winter, and the entire interior was scrubbed and painted white. 

* See attached pew rental record. 




